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Hi folks,

| amwriting thisletter on Mothering Sunday, aday when we givethanksto
God for thefamily blessingsthat enrich our lives. Maybeaday whenwe
look back to our childhood and remember theloveand care of parentswho
arenolonger with usand givethanksfor the memories and thevaluesthat
they passed onto us.

When weare borninto afamily we haveto be clothed and fed, cared for
and encouraged, if weareto grow up into healthy well balanced adullts.

For most of us Baptism wasapart of our infancy when our parentstook
vowsto bring usup inthe Christian faith. Inour Service of Baptism the
congregation also acceptsther part inthe nurture of the child.

We as adults have made our own profession of faith and accepted
responsibilitiesasfollowersof our Lord Jesus Christ and membersof his
Church. Butfaithislikeachild onceitisbornit hasto benurturedforitto
continueto grow and develop. Part of that nurtureissharing intheworship
andlifeof the Church.

Soon we hopeto hold gatheringswherewewill cel ebrate how asaChurch
together we can make adifferenceinour livesin our community andin our
world. Pleasegiveusyour support through your prayersand your presence
withus.

Godblessyoual
Helen F Christie

EDITORIAL

Last October theKirk Sesson discussed aninvitationfrom Falkirk Presbytery
for usto bepart of apilot schemefor anew style of Stewardship programme.
The Kirk Session agreed to accept the invitation and proceed with the
programme.

| haveto admit that | wasinitidly sceptical of thewholeidea, that thiswould
bejust another Stewardship programme that would involve some of our
membersinalot of work, without very muchinreturn. However asl learned
more about the programme, from our externd hel pers, my scepticismturned
to acceptance and then to enthusiasm.

Theprogrammeiscalled” Together we makeaDifference” anditiswhatis
says—aprogrammewhereweall pull together to givethanksto God for his
blessingsto usand to share some of those blessingswith others.

By now you will havereceived someliterature giving you an outline of the
programmeand somekey dates. Put thosedatesin your diary. Welcomethe
visitorswho cometo your door with an invitation to our Gatheringsand
comeadong to afriendly night with other membersof Christ’s Church.

Thereisdtill aperceptionthat Stewardshipisal about money andinaway it
is. However, | looked up thedictionary and oneof thedefinitionsit gaveis.

“Onewho manages another’s property, financesor other affairs’.

God has charged uswith being His stewards. managing Hisproperty —the
world: Hisfinance—our givings: Hisother affairs—Hispeople. Let ususe
thisopportunity to be God'sstewardsin thefull senseof theword and make
our Stewardship programme asucCess.

Remember: TOGETHERWE MAKEA DIFFERENCE

Jack Dunn



SMILES:

Savetheearth—it'stheonly planet with chocol ate
| married MsRight —1 just didn’t know her first namewasAlways

At thewedding, thebridetripped and fell into thearmsof theminister.
“That'sthefirst time I’ ve held a fallen woman” he said, to which
shereplied “ It'sthe first time I’ ve been picked up by a minister” .

A Sunday School classwas studying the Ten Commandments.

They wereready to discussthelast one. Theteacher asked if anyone
couldtell her what it was. Suzieraised her hand, stood tall and quoted
“Thou shalt not take the covers off the neighbour’s wife” .

People nowadaystreat the Ten Commandmentslike an exam—they
attempt only three.

A minister was compl eting atemperance sermon. With great emphasis
he said,” If | had all the beer in theworld, I’d take it and pour it
into theriver.”

With even greater emphasishesaid, “ Andif | had all thewineinthe
world, I’d take it and pour it into the river.”

Andthenfinaly, shaking hisfistintheair, hesaid,” Andif | had all the
whisky in the world, I’d take it and pour it into the river.”

Sermon compl ete, he sat down.

Thechoirmaster stood up very cautioudy and announced,withasmile,
nearly laughing, “ For our closing hymn,Let ussing: Hymn 365,
“ Shall We Gather at the River...”
Smile...lifeistoo short not to!!!
If thisbrightened your day,
Don't let it stop here;

Passit on with asmile,

Keep spreading the Cheer.

The Maister and the Bairns

Do you recognisethisstory from the Bible?

TheMaister sat in thewee cot hoose
By the Jordan’ swatersnear,
Anthefisherfolk crushed an’ crooded roon’
TheMaister’ swordstae hear

AN’ eventhebarnsfraethe near-haun streets
Weremixinginwi’thethrang,
Laddiesan’ lassieswi’ weebarefeet
Jnkin' thecrood amang

Butyino' thetwad’ attheMaister’'sside
Rose up and cried alood:
“Come, come, bairns, thisisnae placefor you,
Rinawa’ hame oot thecrood.”

But theMaister said asthey turned awa,
“Lettheweeyinscometaeme”’,
An’ Hegaithered themroon’ Himwhaur He sat
AnHeliftedyinup onHisknee.

Aye, He gaithered them roon’ Him whaur He sat
An’ Hedraiked their curly hair,
An’ Hesaidtaethewonderin’ fisherfolk
That crushed an’ crooded there:

“Send nathebairnsawa fraeme
But raither thislessonlairn:
That nan€ [l wininat Heaven'syet
That hisnathehert o’ abairn.”

AnHethat wisnaoor kith or kin
Buy aPrinceo’ the Far Awa
Hegaithered theweeyinsin Hisairms
An’ blessedthemyinan’ &.

William Thomson



CHRISTIANAID WEEK 11-17MAY 2008

“If we come together, we can achieve amazing things’
“TOGETHER WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE”

RekhaBiswasfrom Bangladesh providesthemost humbling and inspirationa
examplefor Christian Aid Week. This courageous|ady goesfrom houseto
house, talking to families about the problemsthey face getting water. And
vitally, she challenges gender roles. She encourages women to cometo
meetingsof thelocal pani parishad, thevillagewater council.

Getting clean water isaproblem throughout Bangladesh. In the northeast,
water scarcity and lack of infrastructure create difficultiesfor themany landless
communitieslivingthere. Inthecentra low-lying wetlands, thelandisflooded
for more than half the year and underground water sources can be
contaminated with arsenic. Inthe southwest, theriseinsealevels, partly asa
result of climate change, is making fresh water salty. People often haveto
walk for up to 24 hoursto collect water to drink.

Andwhenwater isnot ontap, asitisfor most of usinthedeveloped world,
it sthewomen and children who suffer themost. They spend hourscarrying
heavy potsof water totheir families. Lack of water can also lead tofamily
disputes, with women and children bearing the brunt of their husbands’ or
fathers short tempersat the end of aday’slabour and risking abuse.

Women dso haveno economicindependenceastherr livesarespent collecting
water. And they end up caring for family memberswho becomesi ck through
drinking dirty water. Childrenlose out on education because they haveto
spend long periodsfetching water.

Rekhatells peoplethat if they cometogether, they can achievethingsthat
they couldn’tif they werea one. By giving upacoupleof hoursduring Chridtian
AidWeek you are coll ecting so much morethan money. Your giftscan mean
water, rightsand courage. By coming together, we can achieveamazing things.

TOGETHERWE MAKEADIFFERENCE

“Our Greatest Fear”
Part of Nelson Mandela sPresidential speech

Our greatest fear isnot that we areinadequate but that we are powerful
beyond measure.

Itisour light, not our darkness, that frightens us. We ask ourselves, Who
am| to bebrilliant, gorgeous, handsome, talented and fabulous?Actualy,
who areyou not to be?You are achild of God.

Your playing small doesnot servetheworld. Thereisnothing enlightened
about shrinking so that other peoplewon’t feel insecure around you.

We are born to make manifest theglory of Godwithinus. Itisnotjustin
some, itisineveryone.

And, aswelet our ownlight shine, we conscioudy give permissionto
other peopleto do the same. Asweareliberated from our fear, our
presenceautomaticaly liberatesothers.

THE FLOWER LIST

Once again weareindebted to thefollowing for their donations of flowers
to enhance our Church:

January MrsA Campbell
MissA Clelland
Mr K Halliday
MrsJDunn

February MrsW McLeod
MrsWalls(jnr)
MissF Shuit
Mrs| Shearer

March MrsB McLachlan
MrsJStewart
MrsT Mortimer

MrsR Mcilwraith



Falkirk Presbyterial Council (Guild)

Itiswithmuch pleasurethat | havetotell you that Haggs has been selected
to host our Summer Rally thisyear. It will taketheformat of a“ Songs of
Praisg’ andwill beheld on Thursday 4" Juneat 7:30 pm. Our guest speaker
will bethe Rev. lan Wilkiewho isnow afineminister and hashisrootsin
Haggs. Heisour Presbytery Guild link and workstirdesdy with meto benefit
the 27 Guildsin our Presbytery.

Thesarviceisopentoadl, no matter what age or gender (asindeed the Guild
is). Itwould belovely if the congregation came along and welcomed lan
“Home” —youwon't bedisappointed. Also taking part inthe servicewill be
Gwen Hamilton accompanied by Jack Dunn, so it will beareal “Haggs
night”.

Put thedateinyour diary. | can assureyouit will bealovely night of praise
and worship, courtesy of our own HaggsGuild.

Jean Cowan.

M ission

Severa yearsago, Presbytery sponsored astudent from South Africa, who
waswith usduring Advent. Some of you may have met him at the Café€'s
ChrisgmasLunch. HisnamewasWonke Buga, astudent of Graham Duncan.
It give me great pleasureto tell you that Wonke is now the Rev. Wonke
Bugaand will beordained onthe2™ Marchinthe congregation of Mamelodi,
in Pretoria. He has excelled in his studies having completed hisMasters
Degree and isnow embarking on studying for hisPhD. He hasbecomea
fineminister and an accomplished academic. | have sent him good wishes
fromall the peoplewho met him during hisstay withus.

Jean Cowan

Haggs Church Guild

The Guild commenced itssession last October and isgoing from strengthto
strength—we now have 22 memberswho arevery supportive.

Weareenjoying afull and varied syllabus. It hasmade adifferenceto the
membership having themeetingsintheafternoon and wearevery cosy inthe
McL eanHal —only usng the Church Hall for larger gatherings.

TheZetland Singersfrom Grangemouth havevisited twice, oncein November
and againfor a“ ScotsNight”, when the members of the 37 Club were our
guests. Thehall wasfilled to capacity. These meetingswere agreat success
andwereenjoyed by all.

We have also had a member from the Presbyterial Council talking on
Ecumenica Relations, withavideotoillustrate.

In February we had amost interesting demonstration of “ Sugar Craft”. We
wered| interested inthefinished articles. WWehad acompetition of adecorated
candle—nineladiesputinlovely candles- thewinnersgetting an Easter egg.

Wearelooking forward to our Annua OutinginMay, whenwewill begoing
to the new Scottish Parliament building in Edinburgh, followed by atasty
High Tea, somewhere.

Wetry to attend meetingsin other Churchesbut our problemistransport —
weonly havethreecarsat our disposal.

TheGuildisawayslooking for new members, so do comea ong and enjoy
fellowshiptogether.

B A Miller
Convener



1% Haggs BB Company Section

Thisyear, sofar, has been busy with National and Battalion competitions,
aongwithour norma Friday night activities. We have had asteady attendance
of 14 boysthroughout theyear withagood mix of agesfromP7to 4 & 5.
Oneboy will hopefully complete hisQueen’ sBadgethisyear and potentialy
four will achievetheir Presdent’sBadge.

We have participated in the National Table Tennis, Chess, and Masterteam
competitions, progressing beyond the 1% round in the M asterteam for the
first time. The Battalion competitionsin Football, Table Tennis, Volleyball,
Badminton, Chess, Vaulting and Cross Country werevery competitive. So
far we have been runners-up in the chess, winners of the vaulting for the
second year in success on and won theintermediate team competitioninthe
cross country and we have two boys representing Falkirk in the National
competition. We hopeto take part inthe swimming, first aid and golf outing
beforethe end of the session.

ThisSummer wehopetofitinalong weekend Summer camp asabit of fun
after abusy year and the 75" celébrationin May.

Thanksto all the officers, boysand parentsfor their support and hard work
throughout theyear.

Colin Meek

1%, Haggs Junior Section

Thesession seemsto haveflownin sofar. Wearejust about finished all our
badgework and will soon start to work towardsour annua parents’ evening,
whichwill beaspecid onefor us, asitisthe 75" Anniversary of the Company.

We have around 19 boys attending each week. Pete Hoggan and
Christopher Nelson from the Company section arewith usto work towards
their Queen’sbadge. They have been taking the gamesand hel ping withthe
PT. andtheboysarerealy enjoying this!

Saturday, 1% March, wewere placed 2™ in the Battalion figure marching
competition. Thiswasagresat achievement for theboys, sincesomeof them
aresoyoung, and wearevery proud of al of them!

Thesessonwill bedightly longer thisyear aswearehaving our display on
17" May, instead of March, but perhapswewill takethemto theswimming
or such, for achange over the next few weeks.

Ernie, John, Sandraand George continuewith the boyseach week, depending
ontheir work, and | amgrateful tothemal for their commitment. Weareadl
looking forward to the specid celebrationsof the Company and to our week-
end campto Girvan early June.

MoragWales Officer-in-charge.



TurnaBBout 2

Falkirk and Didtrict Battalion hosted their 2™ “ dternative” Parade on Friday,
29" February at Falkirk Town Hall. Over 500 members of the Battalion
attended and the excitement and anti ci pation was amazing!

Wewerewel comed into the hall by large screenson each side of the stage
showing avideo of last year’s performance, and, thereafter, the camera
scanned the hall and relayed images of thisyear’ saudience.

The Battalion coloursweremarched on, to Runrig's“Loch Lomond” and
then suspended abovethe stagefor therest of theevening. Eventhesmoke
machinewasput on, giving theladsatouch of a“real” rock concert!

The Chrigtian rock band “ Thundershock” travelled all theway from Bristol
to betheleadersin worship and invited the boysto comedownto thefront
and jump around. They were agreat success and spent time at the end

sgning autographs.

Mike McCurry, Member of theMagic Circle, F.I.FA refereeand Baptist
minister didavery enlightening talk about “ making theright decisons’, usng
magic tricksand hisfootball chat to make hispoint. Hewasour speaker
last year and they especidly asked for himto bethereagain. Hehasbecome
quiteapersonality in our Battalion! Someof the older boys*cornered” him
at the end to speak to him, and he too was quite happy to sign autographs.

All,indll, theboysredlly enjoyed themsel vesand joined in the spirit of the
occasion., dl beitalittlenoisy for those of usdightly older!

Thenext question will be“Where dowego from here?’ but, no doubt, the

Battalionwill take all the comments on board to bring the Word of God to
theboys, al beitinadightly unconventiona way!

Morag Wales.

Psalm 23, Mariner’'s Verson
Captain JRogers

TheLordismy pilot; | shal not drift
Heleadeth me acrossthe dark waters
And steereth mein the deep channels

Hekeepeth my log
And guideth meby the star of holiness
For Hisname'ssake

Yea, though| sall amid
Thethundersand tempestsof life,
| shall dread no danger,

For Thou art withme;

Thy loveand Thy care, they shelter me.
Thou preparest aharbour beforeme
Inthehomeland of eternity;

Thou anointest thewaveswithail ,
Andmy shipridethcalmly.

Surdy sunlight and starlight
Shdl favour med| thedaysof my voyaging,

And | will restintheport of my Lord forever.

Source: The Mast September 1948



STEWARDSHIP

TOGETHER WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Thepreviousmagazine contained ashort report on our Stewardship campaign.
We have now moved forward and by now you should have received our
first newdetter. YOU DON'T REMEMBER I T? It wasdelivered along
withyour March communioninvitation.

Newd etter number 2 will bewith you beforetheend of March. Pleaseread
thisaswehavearranged socia gatheringsfor the end of May, towhichyou
will dl bepersondly invited by oneof our vigitors. Theideaof thegatherings
istolet everyone seewhat ishappening in our church and how wehelpwith
projectsthroughout Scotland and worldwide.

Thereisaways space available for you to help or just participatein the
activities. Itisour church and the success of the campaign dependson the
talentsof every member. We have said before, it ismorethan just Sunday
worship, marriages, funeralsand baptisms.

Please cometo one of the gatheringsand find out more. If youdon't like
what you see or hear, the only way to changethingsisto participate and et
your voice be heard.

Thestrong letter inHaggsis“ A” . Don't let thisstand for apathy. Apathy
changesnothing. Thestrength of our churchisitspeople. Thisisagoodtime

to encourage everyonetosay “ YES' if you are asked by amember of the
planning committeeto takearoleinthe preparations.

TOGETHER WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Colin M eek on behalf of the Planning Committee

Poets Corner

Perhapsthetrue secret of lifeisin
Enough happinessto keep us sweet
Enoughtrialsto keep usstrong
Enough sorrow to keep ushuman
Enough hopeto keep us happy
Enoughfailureto keep ushumble
Enough successto keep useager
Enough friendsto giveuscomfort.
Submitted by Mrs N. Ure

Marriage
‘“Whom God hasjoined together’

Dec. 1 LorraineBarclay to Gay Shilliday
2 MicheleBlack to Christian Kilgour
30 LouiseHamiltonto Barry Sutherland

Feb. 8 Lyndsey Forrest to Neil Cartwright

Mar. 1 Ledey Reidto Martin Stevenson

Deaths
‘Blessed arethedead whodieintheLord’

Dec. MrsOlgaMcDonald  Bankview

MrsJean Blair Bankview
Jan. JamesTaylor Bonnybridge

MrsElizabeth Miller Fakirk

WilliamMcBinn Bonnybridge

MrsMargaret Stewart  Edinburgh

Feb. MrsJanet Turnbull Longcroft
MrsJanet Menzies Haggs
JamesAnderson Allandde



